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What will this year’s exams look like? 
This year your AP Exams will be taken at home on your cell phone, laptop, desktop or tablet.  Please 
watch this short video that will walk you through what it will look like https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qHZ2zpqlZNE.   
 
The College Board will be communicating with you about important exam information such as your 
schedule and E-Ticket needed to sign-in to each exam.  If you haven’t been receiving e-mails, sign-in 
to your College Board account, click your profile at the top right -hand corner and update your e-mail 
address in Account Settings.  Also be sure you have selected to receive updates under the             
subscriptions tab.  

How do I know when to take my exam?  
Two days prior to each exam, the College Board will send you an e-ticket.  You 

will need this ticket to check in to your exam, and it will contain the time for your 

exam*.  BE AWARE: your ticket may contain the time for a different time zone 

than the Central time zone we live in.  To view the actual exam time, you will 

need to click the link “Find your local time.”  

 

You can also view the full exam schedule by clicking here.   

It is also a good idea to create a Google Calendar event so you can set a 

reminder.  Here is a video that shows you how.   

You will want to check in to your test 30 MINUTES before the start of your 

exam by clicking the exam specific e-ticket.  You will need to spend a few 

minutes answering some security questions and confirming your identity.  Once 

the exam starts, the first question will automatically appear.  You SHOULD 

NOT refresh your browser.  
 

How do I submit my exam?  
Option 1: Copy-and-paste a typed response, and then click “Submit” 
Best device to use: laptop or desktop computer 

 Type your response in Google Docs, Microsoft Word, Notes, or a similar application.  Do not 
include images and save your work often. 

 Use side-by-side windows: Window 1 will contain your web browser and exam question timer. 
Window 2  will be where you type your document. 

 Type your AP ID and initials at the top of the response.  When the timer has 5 minutes remaining, 
copy and paste your response from Window 2 into the space indicated in Window 1. 

 
Option 2: Attach a document and then click “Submit” 
Best device to use: laptop or desktop computer  

 Type your response in Google Docs, Microsoft Word, Notes, or a similar application.  Do not 
include images and save your work often. Save your document in one of these accepted file 
formats: .doc, .docx, .pdf, .txt, .odt 

 Use side-by-side windows: Window 1 will contain your web browser and exam question timer. 
Window 2  will be where you type your document. 

 Type your AP ID and initials at the top of the response.  When the timer has 6 minutes remaining, 
attach your response and click submit 

 
Option 3: Attach photos of handwritten response and then click “Submit” 
Best device to use: smartphone or tablet  

 Write your AP ID, initials, and page number at the top of EACH page of the response. Use a dark 
pen or pencil and write legibly.  

 When the timer has 5 minutes remaining, take a photo of your response in vertical orientation, not 
landscape.  Use only one page per photo.  If your response is longer than one page, you’ll need to 
attach multiple photos (maximum 5 photos per test question) before clicking submit. 

 Acceptable file formats: .png, .jpg, .jpeg 
 

You can practice submitting your responses before the exam by using the link: cb.org/apdemo  
 
AP Music Theory students should visit cb.org/apmusictheory and AP World Language students 
should visit cb.org/apworldlanguages for directions on how to submit their responses.  
 

What do I need on exam day?  
For a complete list specific to each exam, please visit cb.org/apexamdaydocs  

Required for most exams:  

 Exam e-ticket email Completed Exam Day Checklist, including AP ID  

 Device: laptop, tablet, smartphone   

 Browser: Chrome (recommended), Firefox, Safari, or Edge  

 Internet or cellular connection  

 Assistive technology and devices (if applicable, for students approved to 
test with accommodations)  

 
AP Music theory will need the following additional items: microphone, voice 
recording app, and 2-3 printed or handwritten copies of the answer sheet 
template with staves.  

 

What resources am I allowed to use?  
For a complete list of allowed resources please review the information found at cb.org/apopenbooktips. 
 

Even though you are taking you exam at home this year, exam security is still a serious matter.  You may NOT incorporate 

work which is not your own, and you may NOT provide or receive aid of any kind from anyone.  The College Board will be 

monitoring social media and discussion sites to detect and disrupt cheating in addition to your exam being scanned by 

plagiarism detection software as well as being shared with your teachers.   

Students found violating exam security will face severe consequences, which can include having your name reported to 

college admissions offices for attempted cheating and your AP Exam scores cancelled.  Click here for more about exam 

security.         
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